Meeting Report

ABYC Electrical Components PTC 
Charlotte, North Carolina
September 16-17, 2008
Highlights of the ABYC Electrical Components Project Technical Subcommittee meeting:

1. This is the second meeting of this PTC which was created to review those electrical components standards previously under the purview of the Electrical PTC.
2. UL 1107, Battery Switches on Boats
· Identified and defined cranking current rating, intermediate current rating and continuous current rating.
· A “battery switch” in the standard implies a marine battery switch.
· Deleted the requirement to measure insulation temperature at one and 3 inches from the battery switch terminal stud.

· Discussed the proposed tests for battery switches: Environmental (gasoline and diesel), UV, dielectric strength, operating and storage temperature tests, and flammability tests.  In the storage temperature test, the switches shall be tested in the off and on position.   Deleted the tests for strength and rigidity, and ozone for non-metallic parts.  
· Next Action:  The revised draft will be again reviewed by the PTC and then go to consensus ballot.
3. A-31, Battery Chargers and Inverters
· The standard applies to marine battery chargers, DC to AC inverters and invertors/chargers.
· Redefined a self-limiting battery charger, where the output current will not exceed a specific maximum current and will decrease thereafter, or upon application of a DC short circuit.
· Watertight chargers will be tested to IEC standard 60529 IP65.

· Added a definition of “automatically controlled”

· Added the requirement that chargers, inverters and inverter/chargers be third party tested and certified.
· External DC and AC connections to these devices shall be protected with boots or other methods, to cover all energized surfaces to prevent accidental short circuits.
· Battery chargers shall have a DC grounding conductor from its metallic case or chassis, or (for plastic cases) from the provided grounding terminal, connected to the engine negative or its bus.  (The standard added notes to the reasons for these requirements.)
· Pre-wired battery chargers remain acceptable.

· Added to a label that the charger connection and cord should be kept out of water.
· Next action:  Send out for consensus ballot.
4. Draft Transformer standard
· Transformer requirements will be moved out of E-11 and into the Power Conversion standard for that subcommittee to review (subject to concurrence of the Electrical PTC).
5. A-32, Power Conversions Equipment and Systems
· Added a definition of single fault and expanded the definition of backfeed protection according to the appropriate IEC standard.
· The subcommittee will review applicable UL standards of power generation devices, for requirements for shore power converters and disconnect protection. 
· Changed the IEC reference from IEC 92-304 to IEC 60092-304.
· The subcommittee will review whether to allow paralleling onboard power sources with shorepower.  In some geographic areas this is not allowed and in other areas it is.
· Next action:  The standard will be sent back to the subcommittee for disposition of outstanding comments.  The subcommittee will meet on January 13-14, 2009 in Ft Lauderdale.
6.  The next UL standard to review will be UL 1128, Marine blowers.

7.  The Electrical Environment standard, S-31, is currently being reviewed by the Electrical PTC.

8.   Next meeting of the PTC is tentatively scheduled for 8-9 April 2009 at a location to be determined.
